
 
 

Media Statement: No Girl Should Feel Unsafe in School: Addressing Gender-
based Violence Through Age-Appropriate Comprehensive Sexuality Education    
 
The Federation of Reproductive Health Associations, Malaysia (FRHAM) and the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation East & South East Asia and Oceania 
Region (IPPF ESEAOR) express deep concern and sadness over the recent reports 
of gender-based violence in Malaysian schools, involving school-aged girls. These 
incidents highlight a worsening crisis in youth development: one deeply rooted in 
systemic gender inequality and harmful socio-cultural norms. 
 
FRHAM and IPPF ESEAOR emphasise that these recent reports of femicide and 
violence are not isolated. They are pressing symptoms of broader societal challenges, 
highlighting the loss of empathy, and the consequences of harmful gender norms. 
 
We are witnessing the harmful rise of online subcultures such as the “red-pill” and 
“incel” movements, which glorify misogyny, dominance, and violence, while 
simultaneously dehumanizing and demeaning women and girls, and promoting 
unrealistic, stereotypical gender roles. These ideologies, when coupled with a 
systemic lack of support for our youths, can create a volatile and dangerous 
environment where young people struggle to form healthy identities, manage emotions 
or resolve conflict constructively. 
 
FRHAM and IPPF ESEAOR call for the nationwide implementation of age-
appropriate and culturally sensitive Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) 
throughout adolescence. We continue to strongly advocate, as we have done for 
decades, for the implementation of this proven, rights-based approach that helps 
young people understand bodily autonomy, consent, and gender equality. CSE 
nurtures gender-positive attitudes and values such as empathy, consent, respect, 
emotional regulation and healthy relationships. CSE also fosters critical thinking and 
resilience, which, in turn, empower our young people to reject toxic narratives and 
harmful online influences and to seek support from appropriate sources. 
 
In addition, we emphasise that young people must be at the centre of this 
conversation. We must ensure substantive and meaningful participation of young 
people in all interventions, policies, and laws designed for them.  
 
We also urge a societal, united response that prioritizes gender equality and the 
prevention, education and enforcement against gender-based violence (GBV), 
which includes the creation of safe spaces in schools through health education and 
counselling support for students, fostering empathy, communication, and digital 
literacy at home and prevent the spread of misogynistic and violent content online 
targeting youth. 
 
In the face of these heartbreaking and horrible tragedies, FRHAM and IPPF ESEAOR 
express our sympathies and condolences to the parents, families, teachers and 
students for their untimely losses and pain. 
 



 
 

Safeguarding our nation’s future starts with investing in the physical, mental, 
emotional, and social well-being of our youth today. 
 
We stand ready to provide our expertise and support to work towards a better future 
with the government, educators, and civil society to strengthen community-based 
interventions and promote holistic education that nurtures emotional intelligence, 
respect, and equality. All spaces, from homes to classrooms, must be safe for all.    
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact: 
 
FRHAM: Eden-Joy Kalom, Executive Director, edenjoykalom@frham.org.my 

IPPF ESEAOR: Natassha Kaur, Regional Communications, Voice and Media Advisor, 
natassha@ippf.org  
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The Federation of Reproductive Health Associations, Malaysia (FRHAM) is the leading 
service-based non-profit organization in Malaysia advocating and promoting Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR). The Federation comprises of 13 State Member 
Associations across the country. 
 
Our mission is to champion SRHR for all, particularly the marginalized and underserved, in 
pursuit of our vision for all people in Malaysia to have access to information and services on 
SRHR. 
 
FRHAM has been a member of the International Planned Parenthood Federation since 1961. 
Learn more about FRHAM from their website. 
 
 
The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) is a global healthcare provider 
and a leading advocate of sexual and reproductive health and rights for all. We are a worldwide 
Federation of national organisations working with and for communities and individuals in more 
than 151 countries. The International Planned Parenthood Federation — East and South 
East Asia and Oceania Region (IPPF ESEAOR) supports locally-owned national 
organisations in 23 countries.  
 
We advocate for a world where people have the information they need to make informed 
decisions about their sexual health and bodies. We stand up and fight for sexual and 
reproductive rights and against those who seek to deny people their human right to bodily 
autonomy and freedom. We deliver care that is rooted in rights, respect, and dignity - no matter 
what.  
 
Learn more about IPPF ESEAOR from their website. 
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