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The International Planned Parenthood Federation
(IPPF) is a global service provider and a leading
advocate of sexual and reproductive health and

rights for all. We are a worldwide movement of national
organizations working with and for communities and
individuals in more than 170 countries.

IPPF works towards a world where women, men and
young people everywhere have control over their own
bodies, and therefore their destinies. A world where
they are free to choose parenthood or not; free to
decide how many children they will have and when; free
to pursue healthy sexual lives without fear of unwanted
pregnancies and sexually transmitted infections,
including HIV. A world where gender or sexuality are no

longer a source of
inequality or stigma. We
will not retreat from doing
everything we can to
safeguard these important
choices and rights for
current and future
generations.



Our Vision

All people are free to make choices about their sexuality

and well-being, in a world without discrimination.

Our Mission

To lead a locally-owned, globally connected 

civil society movement that provides and enables

services and champions sexual and reproductive health

and rights for all, especially the underserved.



Nora Murat
Regional Director of IPPF-ESEAOR

With the newly adopted “Transforming Our World: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development”, surely to impact our lives
and work in the next 15 years, it is imperative for IPPF ESEAOR and
its Member Associations to engage with governments on how to
mainstream Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights of women
and youth in carrying out the said agenda. We need to strengthen
and fine-tune our current advocacy strategies in the 
age of SDGs/2030 Agenda.

We find it apt to develop an advocacy manual that can guide our
work now and in the future and link our current advocacies under
Millennium Development Goals to SDGs. 

Developed as part of an IPPF-wide project “Civil Society and Beyond
2014: Securing and Accelerating Progress on the ICPD Programme
of Action”, which is supported by the Government of Netherlands,
this manual is focused on drawing the particularities of SRHR issues,
needs and campaign potentials at the country level. 

The manual also attempts to elaborate the targets and indicators of
the SDGs and its intersection with SRHR, and how to mainstream
SRHR in the national sustainable development plan and agenda. It
contains practical tools in conducting advocacy campaign on SRHR
in the context of SDGs. 

I wish to thank Mr. Ramon San Pascual, a passionate SRHR advocate
and a friend of the IPPF family, who has developed this manual
together with ESEAOR’s Advocacy Team. 

We had the chance to validate this manual among our Member
Associations in two workshops held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and
Nadi, Fiji in November 2015 and January 2016, respectively.

We hope that this manual will contribute in strengthening our
advocacies towards the realization of a world without
discrimination, where all people are free to make choices about
their sexuality and well-being. 

Best wishes.

NORA MURAT
Regional Director
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Advocacy Manual 
on SDGs/SRHR

At this early stage of the ratification of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), sexual and reproductive
health and rights (SRHR) activists, practitioners, and
advocates who have gone through the rigors of
pushing for advancements in the International
Conference on Population and Development- Program
of Action (ICPD-POA)and the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) for the past 10 - 20 years must have a
clear idea of how to pursue the unfinished agenda of
reproductive health, family planning, gender equality,
reproductive rights and human rights.  The experiences
and lessons gained particularly from MDG advocacy are
instructive of how IPPF and its Member Associations
(MA) must roll out their plans in the initial phase or
the first three years of SDGs.  The period of late 2015-
2017 is that particular window of opportunity when it
is critical and necessary to lay down the specific
national SRHR vision and agenda across the SDGs’
years; build up the broad advocacy mechanism; and
secure the resource base for long-term advocacy
engagement. All these must be done as MAs exert
efforts to help and engage other interest groups to
craft the national and local SDGs agenda. 

The best way to approach this is to see it from the
perspective of MA-driven national advocacy campaigns
with specific joint objectives based on common
SDG/SRHR agenda within the specific timelines of the
first 2-3 years of the SDGs (2015 to 2017).  The point of
launching the advocacy campaign right at the onset
the SDGs is to create that momentum, or to put the
issue of SRHR as well as population dynamics firmly
within the soon-to-be -evolved national SDGs agenda
along the unmet MDG 5b (Universal access to
reproductive health).  Since it is a deliberate advocacy
campaign, it requires the wherewithal of IPPF to make
it successful.  Such SDG/SRHR campaign must be
coordinated successfully with IPPF MAs at the helm.

From the many positive experiences with the MDGs,
MAs must now ensure that SDGs are owned at the
national level and that Sexual and Reproductive Health
(SRH) and Reproductive Rights components of national
plans are ambitious, appropriate and measurable. As

the leading service providers and advocates at the
national level with connections with government and
the media, IPPF MAs are well placed to lead an
advocacy campaign that will help take the SDGs from
the global level to be the foundation for national
policy, programming and funding priorities. Once
successful, the campaign will become the steady
platform for the next years of engaging SDGs in terms
of SRHR and population dynamics.

Purpose
The Advocacy Manual is meant to provide relevant
information and practical tools to develop and execute
national advocacy strategies and plans on asserting
SRHR in the broad framework of the SDGs.
Specifically, the toolkit will help MAs and allied Civil
Society Organizations to:
1. Understand how ICPD and MDGs as advocacy

platforms influenced the post-2015 processes;
2. Appreciate the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable

Development and the opportunities it presents for
continuing SRHR advocacy;

3. Develop and implement advocacy strategies and
plans to influence national agenda formulation on
SDG/SRHR; and 

4. Lead and facilitate actual advocacy campaigns to
assert SRHR issues in the SDG National Agenda.

Using the Manual
The Manual is divided into four (4) parts. Part 1 is
simply a review of SRHR accomplishments in the time
of ICPD and MDGs. Part 2 provides an overview of the
essentials of the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable
Development. Part 3 enumerates and elaborates on
the important goals and targets within the SDGs that
are directly linked to SRHR. Part 4 contains the How
To’s subdivided into two sections: Part 4A discusses the
opportunities in processes and how to jumpstart in-
country advocacy engagement into SDG/SRHR and Part
4B states the how to’s of actual national advocacy
engagement. 
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SRHR Accomplishments in   
the Era of ICPD and MDGs

ICPD, MDG, Post 2015 and the
Process of Transition to SDG
The ICPD Program of Action was already on its 6th year
of implementation when the Millennium Development
Goals were introduced in the UN in year 2000. The
formulation of the MDGs was an attempt to put
together results of major global population, gender
and environmental conferences in the 1990s (Cairo,
Beijing and Rio) into a set of clear and concise
development goals and targets. The comprehensive
and transformative nature of the ICPD,  providing the
vital links between population, gender, health, human
rights and development, have made its impact and was
very palpable in the 8 goals of MDGs.  The MDGs are
broken down into only 21 targets, half of which are
directly in pursuit of ICPD. Compared with the new
Sustainable Development Agenda which has 17 goals
and 169 targets, the MDGs were much more
manageable (minimalist, as some suggest) in terms of
their relation to the ideals and program of action of
the ICPD. 

The ICPD program of action, also known as the 1994
Cairo Agreement, signified a distinct paradigm shift
from the classic demographic approach to one which
placed human rights and women’s empowerment and
reproductive health at the center of population and
development issues. ICPD’s transformative agenda
covers person-centered emphasis on matters of human
dignity, and the consistent call for increased social,
economic and political equity through the exercise of
sexual reproductive health and rights.  

Yet, SRHR was the very element that was missed in the
original MDGs. Fighting poverty,women’s
empowerment, youth education, urbanization and
maternal health were all mentioned except SRHR.  In
avoiding controversies and division in pursuing MDGs,
reproductive health became a silent notion in the
MDGs up until 2007.  Persistent lobbying of advocates
from civil society organizations (CSOs), member states
and UN agencies finally yielded Goal 5b, which aims to
achieve by 2015 universal access to reproductive
health.  Halfway through the 15-year lifespan of the

MDGs, such achievement again made a big mark in
advancing SRHR globally.  Contraceptive prevalence
rate, unmet need for family planning, coverage of
antenatal care, and the adolescent fertility rate were
the main indicators assigned to measure MDG 5b.

The Post-2015 Processesi

Post-2015 officially started when the Rio+20/Earth
Summit was concluded in June 2012.  In this meeting,
held 20 years after the first sustainable development
conference which was also held in Rio de Janeiro, it
was agreed that governments would establish an
inclusive and transparent intergovernmental process
towards crafting the new set of Sustainable
Development agenda. The characteristic of the SDGs
that were clearly expressed in the Rio+20 Outcome
Document:
s SDGs will be a useful tool for pursuing focused and

coherent action on sustainable development;
s SDGs must contribute to the full implementation of

the outcomes of all major summits in the economic,
social and environmental fields;

s SDGs must build upon commitments already made;
s Not divert focus or effort from the achievement of

the MDGs.
Poverty eradication, promoting sustainable patterns of
consumption, and protecting the natural resource base
of economic and social development are the
overarching objectives, as much as they are the
essential requirements, for sustainable development.ii

Poverty can only be resolved if economic, social and
environmental dimensions of sustainable development
and its inter-linkages are addressed in a balanced 
way.  In accord with the Rio+20 Agreement, the SDGs
must be:
s Action-oriented
s Concise
s Easy to communicate
s Limited in number
s Aspirational
s Global and universally applicable yet taking into

account various national realities
By these characteristics, the SDGs were designed to
mobilize all countries to sustainable development,
whether big and small, developed and developing,
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landlocked and small islands, but with clear
recognition of the unique national circumstances of
every country.

The Open Working Group 
on SDGs (OWG)
The Rio+20 also mandated the processes on how to
proceed with the crafting of the SDGs by creating the
Open Working Group (OWG) of the General Assembly.
The OWG is meant to oversee an inclusive and
transparent intergovernmental process to propose a
set of goals for consideration by the UN General
Assembly in its 68th session in September 2014.  The
OWG has two co-chairpersons (Hungary and Kenya)
and has 30 seats to be shared by 70 countries from five
(5) UN regional groups.  Other Member States with no
seat in the OWG can also participate during its
meetings.

The work of the OWG that formulated the SDGs were
divided into two distinct phases:
s Input Phase was from March 2013 to February 2014

–  a series of eight meetings to gather inputs in a
given range of themes and cross-cutting issues

s Consensus Building Phase was in March to
September 2014 – the phase were goals and targets
began taking shape.

The OWG defined goals and targets as follows:iii

s Goal – should express an ambitious, specific and
actionable commitment; should be concise and easy

to communicate, aspirational, transformational,
limited in number, and global in nature and
universally applicable to all countries while taking
into account different national realities;

s Targets – should be a specific, measurable objective
whose attainment will contribute in a major way to
achieving one or more goals; aspirational yet
attainable, evident link between target and goal,
speaks to all relevant stakeholders, nationally
relevant, adaptable, time-bound, evidence-,
science-based, and adjustable – as science advances
– if countries choose to raise level of ambition
OWG was tasked to process the goals and targets,
but not the indicators.  

Civil Society Participation in
the Post 2015 Processes
The Major Groups system was the main mechanism
that ensured participation of civil society in the OWG
which was officially tasked by the UN to craft the SDGs.
Introduced in the Agenda 21 at the Rio Earth Summit
in 1992, the Major Groups are broken down into nine
sectors of society which act as the main channels for
citizens’ participation in UN sustainable development
processes.  The Major Groups are:
s Women
s Children and youth
s Indigenous peoples
s NGOs
s Workers and trade unions
s Local authorities



s Business and industry
s The scientific and technical community
s Farmers

Civil society organizations, through the Major Groups,
are seated as observers in the OWG meetings. They do
intervene when invited by the co-Chairs for such.  But
there are other processes that civil society were able to
participate such as in the regional consultations on
post 2015, global, thematic and national consultations,
high level panel consultations, and the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN). 
To sustain dialogues and collaboration among civil
society groups, a global meeting of over 100 CSOs was
held in New York on the Monday right after the post
2015 Summit which discussed sustained campaigning
for the implementation and monitoring of the 2030
Sustainable Development Agenda.  To facilitate further
collaboration, a community group was set up which
will act as the online interactive forum for global civil
society coordination and conversations.iv

The High Level Political 
Forum (HLPF)
The HLPF was also created at Rio+20 when
governments agreed to establish a universal
intergovernmental forum as the new institutional
home and highest level body for sustainable
development within the UN system. It took over from
the old role of the Commission on Sustainable
Development (CSD), which for 20 years was
coordinating the UN work on sustainable
development.v

The High-level Political Forum on sustainable
development is the “main” United Nations platform on
sustainable development. It provides political
leadership, guidance and recommendations. It follows
up and reviews the implementation of sustainable
development commitments and, as of 2016, the post-
2015 development agenda and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). It addresses new and
emerging challenges; promotes the science-policy
interface and enhances the integration of economic,
social and environmental dimensions of sustainable
development”. 

The HLPF meets at two levels:
s Every four years at the level of Heads of State and

Government under the auspices of the General
Assembly

s Every year under the auspices of the Economic and
Social Council

Measuringthe Gains of SRHR
in ICPD and MDG
Two standalone goals within the SDG,one on health
(goal 3) and one on gender (goal 5), are by themselves
huge testimonies for the successes of SRHR global
advocacy.  It also poses big opportunities as these goals
become the platform to sustain our strong actions on
the unfinished business of ICPD and Goal 5b.  

In terms of concrete reproductive health and gender
equality outcomes, the greatest gain has been in
reducing maternal mortality. In Asia Pacific (AP)
countries, the maternal mortality rate declined by 50
per cent in 20 years. The rate of new HIV and AIDS
infections has decreased.  Gender parity in primary
education has been attained in most AP countries.vi

Expressed in terms of policies instituted at national
level, the top three issues addressed in Asia Pacific are
increasing women’s accessibility to information and
counselling on SRH, increasing women’s access to
comprehensive SRH services, and access to antenatal
care.  

In the same manner that telling successes of ICPD are
recorded and felt in AP countries, there are also serious
SRHR issues that remain.  Top priority issues at country
level are the need for increased access to SRHR for
adolescents; increased access to contraception;
increased women’s access to comprehensive SRH
services.  Such policy priorities also reflect the
unfinished agenda of MDG 5b.

IPPF acknowledges that key challenges remain as the
MDGs reached the 15th year deadline, thus ushering in
the 15-year horizon of SDGs.  These issues are access to
safe abortion and abortion law reform; violence and
discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender
identity and gender equality; recognition of sexual
rights; and young people’s sexual and reproductive
health and right’s needs, including comprehensive
sexuality education.vii

The report of the UN Summit in August 2015 admitted
that some of the MDGs remain off-track, in particular
those related to maternal, newborn and child health
and to reproductive health. Yet, the Summit also made
a recommitment to the full realization of all the MDGs,
including the off-track MDGs, in particular by
providing focused and scaled-up assistance to countries
that need the assistance most.viii



The Essentials  
of Sustainable 

Development Goals

Core Elements of New Agenda
for Sustainable Development
The document “Transforming our World: The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development” is the outcome
document that summarizes more than two years of
complex negotiating and consultative process among
all 193 member states, civil society and other key
stakeholders across the globe. Members of the UN
completed the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda
in August 2015, which becomes the basis for the UN
Sustainable Development Summit that happened in
September 25-27, 2015, in which 150 world leaders
formally adopted the 17 new SDGs.  The new
document is now officially called the Global Goals for
Sustainable Development.

As the UN Secretary General proclaims, the agreement
contained in Transforming our World: The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, “encompasses a
universal, transformative and integrated agenda that
heralds an historic turning point for our world. This is
the people’s agenda, a plan of action for ending
poverty in all its dimensions, irreversibly, everywhere
and leaving no one behind. It seeks to ensure peace
and prosperity and forge partnerships with people and
planet at the core. The integrated, interlinked and
indivisible 17 sustainable development goals are the
people’s goals and demonstrate the scale, universality
and ambition of this new agenda.”ix

The agreement lays down the 17 SDGs and 169 targets
that clearly demonstrated the scale and ambition of
the new universal Agenda. The overarching mission of
the new Agenda is eradication of poverty and
addressing inequalities.  It seeks to build on the MDGs
and attend to what these did not achieve. They seek to
realize the human rights of all and to achieve gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.
They are integrated, indivisible and balance the three
dimensions of sustainable development: the economic,

social and environmental.The new Agenda mobilizes
all countries to act and initiate their respective
national agenda, whether these countries are poor,
middle income or rich such that no one is left behind.
To simplify yet to capture the breadth and depth of
the agenda, the “five Ps” are enunciated – people,
planet, prosperity, peace and partnership.

The 17 goals and 169 targets are supposed to capture
and address the systemic barriers in attaining
sustainable development particularly inequality,
unequal pattern of consumption and production, lack
of decent jobs, and inadequate infrastructure.  

To ensure follow up and effective monitoring, the
agenda includes elaboration on the implementation
and pursuit of goals and targets. The High Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development was set as
the apex follow up mechanism.  The General Assembly
and Economic and Social Council and specialized
agencies of the UN will also be engaged in assessing
progress across the goals and targets.  Every country is
tasked to specify an implementation plan to fulfill
nationally-relevant goals and targets.  The targets will
be set nationally to take into account different
realities, and the targets will be written in such a way
that every government will need to take action, such
as ‘eliminate violence against women and girls’.x

Means of Implementation
(MOI) 
SRHR advocates must appreciate how the Means of
Implementation are structured across the Agenda for
Sustainable Development.  On one hand, every goal
has expressed means towards its implementation.  But
further, Goal 17 is all about means of implementation.
As two examples, Goal 3 (health and wellbeing) has
Target 3.c that aims to increase health financing which,
if implemented well, will improve reproductive health
outcomes; while Goal 5 (gender) has Target 5.c which
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aims to adopt and strengthen sound policies and
enforceable legislation for promotion of gender
equality.

But there is still the dedicated Goal 17 that talks about
strengthening the means of implementation and
global partnership that includes financing, technology,
capacity building, and systemic issues (institutional
coherence, civil society partnerships, data, monitoring
and accountability), as the last goal has several targets
that can come handy for advocates.

Targets 17.1 to 17.5 focus on financing, including
domestic resource mobilization and debt sustainability.
Both are effective tools for in-country financing of
SRHR related goals and targets. Systemic issues on

policy coherence, multi-stakeholder partnerships, data,
monitoring and accountability are all useful tools for
advancing the national implementation of SDG/SRHR
programs.

The essential role of national parliaments and
parliamentarian champions should not be
underestimated in effective implementation of
SDGs/SRHR. Members of parliament are responsible for
the enactment of legislation, adoption of budgets, and
in ensuring accountability for the pursuit of global
commitments. Parliamentarians have an oversight
function that enables them to check the progress of
programs being implemented and budgets being
utilized by various ministries and executive agencies.



Finding SRHR in 
the SDG Targets

There are at least 10 targets scattered in 5 goals of the
Sustainable Development Agenda that are clearly of
SRHR in nature and content.  SRHR as an issue of
gender and inequity can be considered as a cross-
cutting concern in delivering the promise of SDGs.
SRHR is also a significant element in any discussion
across the 3 dimensions of sustainable development –
be it social, economic and environmental. 

Paragraph 26 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development talks about health and well-being: 
“to promote physical and mental health and well-
being, and to extend life expectancy for all, we must
achieve universal health coverage and access to quality
health care. No one must be left behind. We commit 
to accelerating the progress made to date in reducing
newborn, child and maternal mortality by ending 
all such preventable deaths before 2030. We are
committed to ensuring universal access to sexual and
reproductive health-care services, including for family
planning, information and education”. 

Target 2.2 Address stunting and wasting in children
under 5 years of age
Under Goal 2 on ending hunger, target 2.2 aims to
address stunting and wasting in children under 5 years
of age by ensuring the nutritional needs of adolescent
girls, and pregnant and lactating mothers.  This can be
considered as part of RH that requires a keen set of
indicators.

Target 3.1 Reduction of Maternal Mortality Ratio
Target 3.1 aims to reduce the maternal mortality ratio
to less than 70 per 100.000 live births.  Indicators can
now be set country to country and make the State
accountable to actual reduction of MMR on a year to
year basis over the 15 years of SDGs.

Target 3.2 End preventable deaths of newborn 
and under 5 
Target 3.2 aims to end preventable deaths of newborns
and under-five children.

Target 3.7 Universal access to reproductive health 
care services

Target 3.7 aims for universal access to sexual and
reproductive health-care services, including family
planning, information and education, and the
integration of reproductive health into national
strategies and programs by 2030.  Three separate ideas
at least are found in this target which can be the basis
for setting indicators and policies at country level:
access to family planning services; access to info and
communication; and integration of RH into national
strategy-setting, planning and programming.

Target 4.7 Ensure all learners acquire the knowledge
and skills needed for human rights, gender equality
Goal 4, on inclusive and equitable quality education,
has Target 4.7 that aims to ensure all learners acquire
the knowledge and skills needed for human rights,
gender equality and other areas of learning including
sustainable development itself. This should be broken
down into indicators on comprehensive sexuality
education. 

Target 5.1 End all forms of discrimination
Goal 5 is meant to achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls. At least four targets
under Goal 5 are relevant to SRHR and these are as
follows: 
Target 5.1 aims to end all forms of discrimination
against all women and girls everywhere; 

Target 5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against
women

Target 5.2 aims to eliminate all forms of violence
against all women and girls in public and private
spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other
types of exploitation; 

Target 5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices such as child
marriage

Target 5.3 is meant to eliminate all harmful practices,
such as child, early and forced marriage and female
genital mutilations; 

Target 5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and
reproductive health and reproductive rights

Target 5.6, aims to ensure universal access to sexual
and reproductive health and reproductive rights as
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agreed in accordance with ICPD Program of Action and
the Beijing Platform for Action.  

Target 5.6 and target 3.7 are almost similar and must
be considered as interlinked targets, but should not be
viewed as overlapping and thus redundant. However,
their indicators must be viewed as two separate sets
which must generate their respective policies, plans
and programs.  The importance of target 3.7 is on
assuring access to sexual and reproductive health care
services, while target 5.6 is on ensuring universal access
to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive
rights.  The two are complementary and mutually
reinforcing. Their achievement will require distinct
actions and different sets of indicators. 

The explicit mention of ICPD POA in Target 5.6
provides a good platform for pushing further the
achievements made during the 20 years of its
implementation. Indicators for this target can then be

negotiated very keenly around the language of ICPD.
Sexual rights have not been mentioned, but referral to
the ICPD gives advocates the basis for sustaining the
call for its inclusion.

Target 6.2 Achieve access to adequate and equitable
sanitation and hygiene for all
Goal 6, focusing on water and sanitation for all,
includes target 6.2 that aims to achieve access to
adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all
paying special attention to the needs of women and
girls and those in vulnerable situations.  This must
include providing for gender-segregated facilities to
help girls in school with adequate hygiene facilities,
and women and girls in refugee centers for whatever
circumstances, man-made or caused by natural
disasters.



How to Engage Early in   
SDG/SRHR Agenda Setting

The stage to implement the SDGs has begun ever since
member-countries formally ratify the 2030 Agenda
Sustainable Development in late September 2015.  The
burden of implementation will shift to countries in
January 1, 2016 when the 15 year SDG timeline
officially kicks-off. Three (3) important processes will
simultaneously proceed right after adoption of the
Agenda, which MAs and CSOs can consider as effective
handles to get into the SDG advocacy right at the
onset.  These are continuing development of indicators
framework; formulation of national SDG
implementation plan; and information, education and
communication work on SDGs.

Development of the global
indicators framework for 
the SDGs
Sustainable Development Goals and targets can only
become meaningful to countries if these are seen to
work in the lives of ordinary people. The global goals
and targets are varied and diverse, and can only find
relevance based on national priorities from which
global monitoring must emanate. SDGs and their
targets must find traction at national level by
identifying indicators that would provide the means
for tracking both the outcomes and results. On one
hand, strengthening national data collection and
statistical systems especially in developing countries is
critical. Country-led monitoring must be made the
basis for enriching the global monitoring framework.

It will be helpful if we identify and work in-country
with the members of the Inter-Agency and Expert
Group on Sustainable Development Goals Indicators
(IAEG-SDG) which is tasked by the UN to develop a
proposal for a global indicator framework up to the
end of 2015. The IAEG is composed of 28
representatives of National Statistical Offices from
various regions all over the world. The broad criteria in
determining indicators are feasibility, suitability and
relevance. When the global indicator framework is set
in the first quarter of 2016, UN member countries are

deemed ready to develop their respective national
plans with corresponding targets and indicators.

But apart from the process of setting global indicators
for SDGs, there is also a need to develop indicators
that are regional-focused, thematic and country-
specific. Few SRHR institutions and expert groups
conducted studies on possible indicators that may be
applicable in certain country settings.  

Under Target 3.7 of the Health Goal, indicators may be
assigned along the following concerns: 
s Contraception
s SRH Service Availability
s Knowledge on SRHR
s Adolescent Fertility
s Quality of Care
s STI Prevention
s Abortion

It will be good to refer to this list as your MAs begin
considering country-specific indicators, particularly
under Health Goal Target 3.7, Education Goal Target
4.7, and Gender Goal Target 5.6.xii

Citizens’ participation in setting country specific
indicators should be pursued through organized
efforts of civil society organizations. This is one
opportunity for CSOs at this early part of the SDGs
when it is still being introduced to national policy-
makers and development planners. Ministry of
Planning most likely will lead the country level inter-
agency committee who shall be tasked to oversee this
SDG-based national planning process.

Once goals/targets and indicators has been prioritized
and threshed out, this will become part of the national
SDG agenda to be subjected for development planning
later. SRHR has to be reflected in these country
priorities, but in a fitting manner relevant to the lives
of women, girls, young people, couples and families.
Again, such priorities include sexual and reproductive
health and rights, among others
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National SDG implementation plans with monitoring
frameworks
National SDG Planning Mechanism

Follow up and review processes in the aftermath of
SDG formal adoption will have to be voluntary and
country-led which must take into account different
national realities.  The outcome of national reviews
will be the basis of upward monitoring processes, be it
regional or global levels. Global review must embrace
evidence from official national data sources.xiii

Having said this, countries are encouraged to develop
in the soonest time ambitious national responses for
the overall implementation of the Sustainable
Development Agenda. This can be done by building up
on the existing planning instruments such as national
development and sustainable development strategies
or plans. Once national strategies and plans are
developed, countries must also conduct follow up and
inclusive reviews which must draw contributions from
indigenous people, civil society, private sector, national
parliaments and other stakeholders.xiv

The national SDG planning and roll out program is one
of the main targets for SRHR MA/CSO advocacy, as this
is where all the plans and decisions will be made. The
SDG planning committee is likely to be led by the
Ministry of Planning and that it will include
membership from the Ministries of Finance, Women
and Children Affairs, Youth, Social Development,
Health, Education, Water and Sanitation, Interior, and
other relevant ministries.  National Statistical Offices
have a role in the process of developing the global
indicators framework, as they will also be involved in

developing the national monitoring and indicators for
national plans. These agencies will be an important
advocacy target to ensure the plans contain strong SRH
and RR indicators. 

Other members of the SDG planning committee may
include: UN Agencies, development partners, CSOs and
the private sector. If there is no CSO representation,
MAs and allied CSOs must include this item foremost in
their advocacy objectives. This also becomes the
opportunity to define what roles CSOs play throughout
the planning, implementation and monitoring process.

Guide Questions in Preparing for Engaging
in National SDG Planning 

u What is being done in your country
regarding translation of SDG into national
agenda for sustainable development
(NASD)?

u How can MA/CSOs be participant to this
planning process?

u What are the issues that need to be
articulated in the NASD?

u What is the set process for developing the
National Agenda?

u Who are the key stakeholders involved?
What partnership will strengthen the
advocacy efforts?

Government
SDG planning

committee

CS SRHR
partnership/

network/
alliance

CS
member

Information

Influence



Information Dissemination
and Communication on the
Sustainable Development
Agenda and SRHR
Right after the adoption of the new Sustainable
Development Agenda in September 2015, there will be
the urgent need to disseminate the SDGs to various
stakeholders in-country at the national and sub-
national levels.These include local decision makers,
religious leaders, parliamentarians, UN agencies,
service providers and the public.  MAs and CSOs are
credible source of critical, progressive and integrative
perspective on what the State needs to do to

successfully implement the SDGs and what priority
issues it must address in the SDG national agenda.
At this initial phase, the objective should be to increase
public awareness and public debate about the SDGs
and the challenges and opportunities for universal
access to SRHR.  CSO advocates and SRHR activists must
first agree on common messages on SDGs.  Common
messaging requires common understanding of vital
links of issues across goals and targets in the
Sustainable Development Agenda. Out of this,
common information materials have to be produced.
High impact communication events can also be held if
only to call attention of the general public and key
officials on the significance SDGs unto SRHR issues.





How to Conduct National 
Advocacy on SDG/SRHR

What is Advocacy?
Broadly speaking, advocacy is the deliberate process of
obtaining social development change in the realm of
policies or in practice in favor of a particular cause or
issue. IPPF defines advocacy as a series of strategic and
interconnected actions that aim to bring about
changes in policy, legislation, funding or regulatory
environments.xv

In concrete ways, advocacy aims for the following
changes that create favorable policy environment for
SRHR:
s Introduction of new policy by legislation or

executive action
s Revision of existing policy 
s Translation of existing policy into implementing

rules 
s Implementation of existing policy through

budgetary allocation 

There will be ample discussion in the succeeding
sections on the policy advocacy, but budgetary
advocacy must also be given its due attention.  The
challenge for any government is how to meet its
commitment and the challenges that arise out of its
subscription to the new global agenda on sustainable
development. Advocates must push primarily for
mobilization of domestic resources, yet where its
national budget is tight and insufficient, other external
sources can be considered that may be arranged
officially, and possibly in partnership with other
stakeholders, be it civil society or the private sector.
Thus, apart from domestic budget, a government may
consider mobilizing international resources for
development of various modes, be it official
development assistance, international trade, technical
assistance, and debt relief where applicable.xvi

In the context of this Manual, advocacy will be defined
as the means to influence national government to

support SRHR issues within the larger frame of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Within this
focused definition are the required advocacy actions of
ensuring that SDGs were communicated to all relevant
stakeholders; and influencing the national SDG agenda
towards inclusion of relevant  SRHR issues, be it access
to family planning, budget for maternal health, or
institutionalization of comprehensive sexuality
education in school curriculum.

There are several factors in attaining policy change,
four of which are acknowledged as key:  the strength
of the actors involved in the initiative; the power of
the ideas used to frame the issue; the political contexts
in which they operate; and the characteristics of the
issue.xvii

With the new global agenda on sustainable
development, it is important to apply these factors of
successful elements in policy advocacy.  Stakeholders
across the 17 goals are much broader, clashes and
contentions as much as complementation of issues,
targets and indicators will be more pronounced;
official policy priorities across various ministries and
within the same Parliament may prove to be
incoherent.  All these elements together, if not
recognized early and mismanaged, may prove to be
disruptive to SRHR mainstreaming in the national
agenda on sustainable development. 

To avoid further complicating what already is a
complex set of development goals, and to optimize the
opportunities being presented by the SRHR-related
progressive goals and targets, careful deliberate
planning on advocacy is critical and important. An
advocacy model of IGAME consisting of four(4) basic
modules is being upheld in this Manual.  

The 4-Module Basic Advocacy Model

Part 4b: 



The module as used here is defined as the standard,
independent yet interacting unit or element necessary
to construct a viable and winnable advocacy plan.
Within each module, there are basic steps required to
make them a viable component of the whole advocacy
planning process. Thus, this advocacy model implies
that for any advocacy planning process to succeed, it
must go through each of the 4 modules.

These 4 basic modules in this advocacy model are as
follows: 
s define the advocacy Issue
s set the Goal, objectives and strategies
s develop the Action plan
s conduct Monitoring and Evaluation

Module 1: Define the Issue 
There is confusion among advocates on how to
develop a viable and implementable advocacy plan.
Some think it begins at strategy setting, in forming the
network, or in setting the objectives. All these are
important and critical, but first and foremost,
advocates themselves must agree on the issue that
requires policy solution and action. Once the issue has
been identified, an advocacy goal should be defined,
and advocacy campaign objectives must be set.  
The issue is what others would simply call as the
problem, but an issue also in itself contains
opportunities and options of possible solutions. Thus
agreeing on what is the issue at hand and how should
it be addressed is in itself a tedious process that
requires reiterative analytical processes and good
amount of perseverance.

Policy Issue 
(SRHR in SDG)

Goal
Objectives
Strategies

Monitoring
and

Evaluation
Action Plan

Figure 1. IGAME: 4-Module Advocacy Model
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Definition of key concepts that comprise the advocacy
strategy
s Advocacy Issue is the statement of problem you

want to address, which also relates to opportunities
and options for possible solution. This requires
singling out in clear terms the problem that needs
to be addressed; 

s Advocacy Goal is the vision of the whole
campaign, the desired outcome that advocates
want to achieve to resolve the issue;

s Advocacy Objectives are the political changes
that have to happen to achieve the goal.  It outlines
what needs to be achieved to get to the goal;

s Advocacy Strategy is a prescribed course of
action processed in a deliberate step-by-step
manner to achieve the expressed advocacy
objectives;

s Advocacy Activities or action plans are the units
of actions necessary to attain the objectives.

Within SDGs are at least 10 targets that explicitly
reflect on addressing SRHR and gender equality issues
(see Part 3 of this Manual).  It is important to define
the issue in relation to any of these targets so as to get

us into the country sustainable development agenda.
In defining the issue, particular attention must be
given to four targets and their corresponding
indicators:  reduction of maternal mortality (target
3.1), access to FP and RH services (3.7), comprehensive
sexuality education (4.7), and rights to reproductive
health and sexuality (5.6).

The breakdown of the range of issues may also be
found in the Recommended SRHR Indicators for the
Post - 2015 SDGs by the Guttmacher Institute where 
the proposed SRHR indicators for Goals 3, 4 and 5 

Guide questions in defining the issue 

u What are the adverse impacts of the issue to
stakeholders? To society?

u What is the level of commitment of the
Government?

u Are there gaps between practice and policy?

u Is the budget provision sufficient?



were enumerated. Using these proposed indicators as
guide, issues may then be stated as follows:
s Insufficient access of poor women in reproductive

health age to family planning information and
services

s High incidence of maternal death among
adolescent women and girls due to early pregnancy

s High incidence of maternal death due to lack of
health facilities  

Two types of evidence-gathering will help the
deliberation on the issue. First is the research on the
local or national SRHR situation, and second is the
political research impacting on the resolution of the
issue.xviii

Module 2: Set the Goal,
Objectives and Strategy
An advocacy strategy is a prescribed course of action
processed in a deliberate step-by-step manner to
achieve the expressed advocacy objectives.xix Since
advocacy for policy change can rarely be achieved in a
short span of time, developing strategy is always
necessary so as to attain optimum resource
effectiveness and public awareness impact within the
defined timeline.

Being a deliberate process that focuses on achieving
the objective and in addressing the advocacy issue,
strategy development necessarily involved a significant
dose of internal capacity assessment, external
scanning, and goal/objective setting. Again in the
context of SDG/SRHR advocacy, the extent of the
required process for strategy development depends on
the earlier works done in the MDG/ICPD advocacy.
Thus, the thoroughness of new assessment and
scanning is to be determined by the data that are

already available.  It is important to put the strategy
into writing and have it organized into a strategy
matrix to which MA or the advocacy network will refer
to from time to time, as actual advocacy engagement
happens.  

Since issue has been identified earlier, both internal
assessment and external environment scanning must
be focused on understanding better the extent by
which advocacy goal and objectives can be attained.
Putting together the results and analysis of external
scanning with the SRHR situation analysis and the
political research mentioned in Module 1, advocacy
goal, objectives and strategy can then be set. 

Example of goals, objectives and strategy: 

Issue: High incidence of teenage pregnancy

due to lack of information/education among

young people exacerbated by poverty and

family neglect

Goal: To reduce by 50% cases of teenage

pregnancies among youth by 2020

Objective: To legislate mandatory

comprehensive sexuality education in primary

and secondary schools by 2016;

Strategy: To educate and mobilize young

parliamentarians and student leaders as

champions that will work together to advance

proposed legislation on CSE

It is good to note that a clear strategy

statement provides a good handle for the

leadership in MAs and coalition allies to run the

campaign in many years to come. 

Figure 3. Setting the Goal, Objective and Strategy
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Module 3: Draw the 
Action Plan
Once issue and strategies are set, then we are ready to
go towards the action phase of the campaign, from
doing the campaign steps to actual implementation.
There are four pillars of advocacy that will help in
developing the Action Steps: partnerships, evidence,
message, and champions.  In developing your advocacy
plan, put attention to these four pillars as they will
provide guideposts in the most essential steps in a
successful advocacy campaign. We will apply this
advocacy model proven to have worked in the practical
situation of MAs in different settings in the previous
years, but now in the new context of mainstreaming
SRHR in the SDG at the national level.xx

Building
Partnerships/Networks
In terms of partnership, the setting is more complex
than in the time of MDGs, since it will require MAs to
work with entities focused on diverse goals and
targets. Apart from issue analysis, stakeholders’
analysis will come handy to make sense of
conglomerates of potential networks and partners.
Targets 2.2 and 3.2 will involve mainly with children’s
groups and health stakeholders’; target 4.7 will have
human rights activist groups, educators and women’s
organizations; while 6.2 will bring MAs to work along
with water and sanitation stakeholders.

MAs must be mindful of the following points when
engaged in partnership and coalition building:

Tips in Networking and Partnerships
s Key action is to build and strengthen the national

advocacy network on SDG/SRHR 

s Facilitate participatory planning of allied CSOs but
with a distinct agenda: asserting SRHR in the SDG

s Lead or co-lead the network, ensure constant
leadership presence in the network

s Positioning MA as among most credible CSOs with
presence across the country

s Several layers of networks may be necessary
depending on SRHR priority issues

All these therefore pertain to the need to build up and
sustain over long term a national SRHR movement and
network around SDGs. This is of strategic as well as of
tactical importance due to the following points:
s It acts as the umbrella mechanism by which

coordination among varied organizations tackling
linked issues takes place

s It keeps the unity of purpose across diversity of
stakeholders in SRHR/SDGs

s It projects the strength, depth and breadth of CSO
engagement in SRHR/SDGS

Figure 4. Developing the Action Plan
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The following questions have to be

answered in building partnerships and

networks: 

u Who are our reliable allies in SRHR?

u Where are the linkages of issues, and
therefore who do we need as new allies?

u How to manage the network/s?

u What are our main tasks and responsibilities
in building the network?

u Who is/are our focal person/s in various
networks of varied issues?

u How is analysis of networks done internally?
Who are the members of the team?



s It facilitates constant dialogues from within and
also with other groups outside

Rationale for entering into new partnerships must be
more specific than just pushing ahead SRHR issue and
thus our readiness to share our expertise.  This may
include:
s Access to expertise
s Access to information
s Access to acquire new skills, capacities and

perspective
s Access to fresh funding source
s Access to new mediums of communication

When developing the plan for partnership, the
following steps must be undertaken:
s To prioritize networks’ engagement in accordance

with need to advance the issue
s To define level of relationships, expectations and

degree of engagements with network/s
s To assign people and resources required in network

engagement

Evidence Base through
sustained research analysis
and political mapping
Under Step 1, there was a mention of two types of
evidence-gathering that will help in clarifying the
issue.  First is the research on the local or national

SRHR situation, and second is the political research
impacting on the resolution of the issue. Lack of
evidence will weaken the advocacy. Yet having data
and information on SRHR and how it connects with
other items in National Agenda for Sustainable
Development will build up the whole impression on
MAs as advocacy lead in SRHR/SDG issues.  

As the attention of policymakers is spread into so many
issues within the SDGs, it is important to gather pieces
of evidence that will highlight both the urgency and
long-term significance of SRHR issues at hand.
Transforming Our World: 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development has referred the need for research eight
(8) times in the entire document, including the need 
to gather evidence on medicines and vaccines under
Goal 3 (Health).

Guide questions that will help you in

having a well-rounded set of evidence: 

u Is it based on solid research done by experts?

u Does it go to the root of the problem, citing
causes and effects?

u Does it lead to solutions?

u Does evidence gathering consider human
rights and gender perspectives?



Among evidence gathering exercises that have to be
done are the following:
s Situation Analysis that  uncovers the problem that

need to be addressed and looks at ways it can
solved, thus forming that foundation for the
advocacy planningxxi

s Mapping of existing policies on sexual and
reproductive health and rights (against these
policies, note what the government says in regional
and international dialogues)

s Mapping of related or linked policies (such as
sanitation, vaccination, nutrition, social protection,
universal health)

s Political mapping is a way of assessing the
importance of various stakeholders to determine
the impact they may have on your desired
outcomes

Some basic linked questions that need to be asked as
issue research is done:
s What are the most urgent development issues in

the country? What is the link to SRHR? 
s What are the most pressing SRHR issues in the

country? How are they linked with other
sustainable development concerns?

s Who takes up the leadership of linked issues, once
identified? Where are our MAs in such mesh of
stakeholders trying to resolve linked issues of SRHR
and sustainable development?

Thus, for purposes of developing viable advocacy
plans, the following step must be done to strengthen
evidence for SDG/SRHR advocacy:
s Provide clear evidence from research that justifies

the identified issue
s Conduct preliminary political mapping to see a

prospect for winning the issue
s Do a quick stakeholders’ analysis to inform both

the strategy and subsequent action, particularly
networking

s Develop a research agenda as part of the advocacy
plan

s Clarify research mechanism and assign research
work to members of the network 

s Research and data gathering are akin to M and E;
do it regularly throughout the campaign

Messages and
Communications
An advocacy message is a brief and clear statement
intended to persuade a particular audience to take
action. A good message is clear, simple and easily

remembered because it is repeated frequently by many
people. But messages are one part of broader advocacy
communications.xxii

Clear and strong messaging is key to gaining adherents
and winning potential champions to the cause of
SRHR.  Yet we must also acknowledge the legitimacy of
many other development issues that attract our own
champions, be it issues of education, environment,
poverty eradication, governance. In an atmosphere of
diverse yet equally important issues, messaging that
clearly link SRHR to other issues  then becomes more
crucial and will serve a longer term purpose of
sustaining and elevating the advocacy campaign for
SDG/SRHR.

Purpose of Clear Messaging
s To raise awareness on the importance of SRHR in

helping address other issues of sustainable
development

s To provide the “ask”, or the call to action
s To provide consistency and unity of the campaign

actions

Once stakeholders’ assessment and political mapping
have been done (as assumed to be during the issue
definition and the strategy development steps), 

Examples of good SRHR/SDG messages: 

u States are obliged to ensure “access to
health care services, including those related
to family planning” (Article 14 of CEDAW);

u Right to control one’s own body (Art. 12,
ICESCR)

u Protects children’s right to the highest
attainable standard of health (Art. 24 CRC)

u Producing toolkit for media, policymakers,
CSO leaders, photo campaign)

u View SRHR within broader context of health
system reform

u SRHR investment in the perspective of
population dynamics 

u Mounting Advocacy/Communication
Campaigns, Using Hashtag

u Mobilizing netizens via twitter/FB through
coordination with national/regional/global
networks



then we would know who to target in terms of
message development.  Here it is critical that messages
are appropriate to the target audience as backed by
evidence.  

The lenses used in developing messages are key in
framing the issue, making it more relevant and
appealing to the target stakeholders. Access to family
planning as a serious SRHR concern can be viewed
from various lenses of being an economic, gender,
human rights, population dynamics, or health issue.
Depending on your audience, messages on FP access
can be packaged differently but without sacrificing
common essential themes of human rights and 
gender equity.

Human rights instruments are varied and are strong
bases for crafting messages, be it from the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW), the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, or the  
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

Within the perspective of SDGs are the opportunities
to link SRHR with the broader issues of development.
Demographic dividend as an example provides a clear
link of SRHR to economic growth and sustainable
development. Family planning improves environmental
sustainability.  

In summary, effective advocacy message has the
following characteristics:
s Speaks to the audience
s Short and simple (but not necessarily sweet)
s Gets to the guts of the matter
s Serves both the short- and the long-term
s Inspires people to action
s Contributes to the cause of the organization
s Connotes overall optimism

Champion Development
Champions are the people with influence and
understand the SRHR issue within the bigger SDG
context and help in achieving the set advocacy goal.
They are in a position to make policy decisions and can
influence other policymakers and the broad public to
side with the cause of SRHR advocates even as the
country march on with the agenda on sustainable
development. And since champions are mostly insiders,
whether in Parliament or in the Ministry or in some
important institutions, they can guide or even lead
advocates on tactics and strategies of the campaign.

It is important for advocates to build long-term
professional, friendly and trustworthy relationships
with champions:
s Champions take up SRHR issues not only for

“political” but out of personal belief in the cause;
s Champions will serve the cause of SRHR beyond

their current profession; 



s Champions want to be heard but they also need
support, advice and technical assistance (research,
speech, data, media kit, etc.) from advocates.

Over time, expectations from champions can be
tempered and be made more realistic if we are able to
gauge them by these criteria:
s Influence. Champion’s willingness to leverage

his/her power to convince others to SRHR cause
s Resources. Champion’s willingness to invest not

only his time, but his own capacity and means
s Articulation. Champion’s willingness to speak up

in public and to the media for SRHR cause

If we are able to consistently build that relationship,
deploy well our champions in the course of the
advocacy campaign, and observe them according to
the above-cited criteria, then we can soon classify
champions according to this criteria:
1. Low support. Those who exert influence but are

not necessarily willing to provide his/her resources
and unwilling to speak up on the issue;

2. Medium support. Manifest support for the issue
by using influence plus one more criteria

3. Strong support. Willingness to exert influence,
share resources, and speak up altogether

The goal of the advocate is to strengthen the support
of champions from low to medium, and from medium
to strong support. By that logic, advocates also need to
pull up those who are fence sitters to move them to
support and even neutralize those in the opposition.
When planning for champion development, the

following steps must be undertaken:
s Identify potential champions from concerned

government agencies 
s Build good relationship with champions
s Share advocacy strategies and seek champions’

views and own ideas on the plan
s Assign roles and tasks with champions and

advocates

Module 4: Conduct
Monitoring and Evaluation
In the broader context of IPPF’s work, monitoring and
evaluation is a huge part of ensuring accountability
along with sound financial management and good
governance and membership accreditation system.
Comprehensive monitoring and evaluation ensures
IPPF is doing its work effectively, and that highest
quality of care is delivered to its clients.xxiii

Such quality of care is rendered not only through
direct service provision but as well through its
sustained advocacy work. Three basic questions guide
the conduct of monitoring and evaluation:
s Are we doing the right thing? 
s Are we doing it well? 
s And are there better ways of doing it?

IPPF defines monitoring as an ongoing and systematic
activity used to track whether activities are carried out
according to plan. Monitoring provides project
managers with important information on progress, or
lack of progress, in relation to project objectives. 
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Figure 5. Towards Meaningful Monitoring Evaluation



Monitoring helps to answer questions such as: 
s How well are we doing in our advocacy plan?
s Are we doing the action steps we planned to do?
s Are we following the designated advocacy

campaign timeline?
s Are we over/under-spending?

Evaluation is an assessment of the relevance, efficiency,
effectiveness, performance and sustainability of a
project. Evaluation verifies whether project objectives
have been achieved or not. It is a management tool
which can assist in evidence-based decision making,
and which provides valuable lessons for implementing
organizations and their partners.xxiv

Evaluation helps to answer questions such as:
s How relevant was our advocacy work in relation to

the primarystakeholders and beneficiaries?
s To what extent were the advocacy objectives

achieved?
s What contributed to and/or hindered these

achievements?
s Were the available resources (human, financial)

utilized as planned and used in an effective way?

s What are the key policy results, including intended
and unintended results?

s What evidence is there that the advocacy outcome
has changed the lives of individuals and
communities?

s What are the lessons learned from the advocacy
intervention?

What Makes Advocacy Monitoring and
Evaluation Different from other
Projects?
s Timing and Pace. Keeping up with the goal,

objectives and the corresponding indicators are
critical since usual timelines may not be observed.
Advocacy campaign flows by itself, and builds
momentum that at times will be difficult to just let
go. If timing and pace somewhat detracts from the
written plans, make the adjustments but don’t get
lost as to the goal, objectives and the means of
measurement which are the indicators.  Same
caution applies when things become still and quiet,
rather than active and moving as planned.

s Attribution and Contribution. Since results and



outcomes can be processual that are not easily
measurable (i. e. public awareness, youth
participation, media coverage) and that actions are
delivered collaboratively involving many
stakeholders, attribution cannot be done in a
straightforward manner. Rather than attribution,
contribution is more measurable and doable. What
the organization and/or individuals contribute and
share to the campaign efforts as planned can be
documented, recorded, assessed and measured.

s Process not just Impact. The high goal and
difficult policy changes desired by any advocacy
plan are still good source of inspiration as the
campaign actions are set in motion. Advocates
must acknowledge the progress and the continuing
process of engagement that soften the ground for
the ultimate big change we aspire for. In advocacy,
the means becomes as important as the end.  

s See the context, and be less rigid. Advocacy
should be assessed, monitored and evaluated from
its context of sudden movements, shifting
momentums, and unforeseen opportunities and
challenges that would arise. In the sense that
context do change, advocates should be more
forgiving, generous, flexible and yet single focused
in their goal.

Four (4) Continuing Advocacy
Activities
Working with Mainstream and Social
Media in Delivering Core Messages 
At this early stage of informing and sensitizing policy
makers and the public on the content of the new
Global Goal on Sustainable Development, the role of
the media in getting out our core messages becomes
very critical. Both traditional and social media, though
differentiated in terms of reach and format, have
similar contributions in fulfilling the following
communication tasks:
s To gain access to new audiences who are potential

allies of SRHR such as policy makers/advocates in
the issues of sanitation, environment, anti-poverty,
education, climate change, governance;

s To bring out core messages on linked issues such as
SRHR/Environment, SRHR/poverty, SRHR/nutrition,
SRHR/education, SRHR/Climate;

s To put faces into the messages by exposing the
current and new champions on linked issues of
SDG/SRHR

There is also the need for SRHR advocates to nurture
and build good relationship with media champions

whether in print, broadcast, TV, or social media.
Strengthening ties with media champions can 
be done in various ways: 
s Organize events to educate and expose them to

issues such as conferences, workshops, training
activities, field trips

s Allow media champions to witness and cover
certain organizational activities (assemblies,
forums, policy discussions, social events) for them
to gain insight into the nature and people within
the organization 

s Make them co-participants in advocacy activities
such as being a panelist in a forum or as a debate
moderator

Media champions are reliable allies that can be
entrusted to facilitate high profile media events 
such as:
s Educated debates on specific issues making use of

large media networks (cable news, news channels)
s Guesting of champions in popular programs, be it

news, policy programs or niched thematic TV shows
(women, youth-oriented, environment, others)

s Electoral media events (debates, forums)

Social media must be given full attention just like
mainstream media. Here are tips on how to manage
social media as effective platform in promoting
SRHR/SDGs:
s Link up with dedicated sites on SDG messages for

social mediaxxv

s Inform your social media audience on the issue first
and foremost, secondarily about the organization

s Establish your SRHR/SDG social media site (twitter,
FB, instagram) at the onset and not later

s Put someone knowledgeable and interested to be
in charge of your social media accounts

s Make sure that social media is key component of
your overall communication plan

s Use social media to gauge and engage the public 

Pushing Accountability 
by Working with
Parliamentarians and 
Policy-makers
The Means of Implementation in the Agenda for
Sustainable Development presents how to ensure 
that accountability of member states, and even of
other stakeholders is brought forward in the 15 years
when SDGs are carried out at country level. First, 
it acknowledges the essential role of national
parliaments through enactment of legislation 



and adoption of budgets and their role in ensuring
accountability for the effective implementation of 
SDG commitments.xxvi

In the conduct of follow up and review, Governments
were given the primary responsibility as they are made
accountable to their citizens. Thus in both
implementation and follow up/review of the SDGs,
Parliament, the Government, other public institutions
and local authorities are mandated to lead.  This is the
point of exacting accountability to the State which can
be done by observing the following:  
s Human rights must inform and pervade discussion

of implementation and accountability
s Accountability (by their organizations) is a principle

that must bind the CSOs into effective and cohesive
SRHR/SDG Coalition

s Indicators that measure progress of targets in the
SDGs are  considered as the metric for
accountability and results 

s The way of establishing accountability is by
monitoring how indicators are achieved  towards
meeting targets and goals

MAs and CSOs can organize or initiate certain activities
to push accountability on SRHR/SDGs:
s By forming or being in SRHR/SDGs Citizens’ Watch

Groups
s Becoming members of the official Inter Agency

Committee on the Implementation of SDG
s Working closely with parliamentarians
s Advocate for the forming SDG Committee in the

Parliament
s Make use of the results of follow up and review

processes to push State’s accountability
s Observe and monitor High Level Political Forum as

the central overseer for follow up/review
s Be part of the ministerial level monitoring body

(education, health, water, youth, etc.)

Capacity Building
MAs have to be prepared and capacitated for the long
haul advocacy campaigning throughout the 15 year
period of the SDGs. As part of global network that
aims to improve the quality of life of individuals by
providing and campaigning for sexual and
reproductive health and rights (SRHR), MAs are
mandated to engage the Government and other
stakeholders, and thus, must have the essential
capacity for sustained advocacy.xxvii

Once advocacy issue and agenda have been set,
internal assessment will have to be done alongside the

external scan. Matching the opportunities against
weaknesses, and threats against strengths, capacity
gaps will emerge which can be addressed during the
action planning phase or module of this Manual. To
help MAs gauge their readiness in terms of advocacy
capacity, and further plan out capacity building for the
staff, the following guide questions can be considered:
s Do we have staff with experience and core skills on

advocacy such as communication, networking,
policy research and analysis?

s Are staff members equipped with knowledge and
skills on advocacy strategy and its implementation?

s Anyone in the staff capable of monitoring and
evaluation?

s Are we ready to invest staff for networking and
relationship building with other networks and
organizations?

s Is the leadership of the organization strong and
capable for continuing advocacy engagement?

s Do we have a team capable of collecting and
analyzing data?

Sustainability and Resource
Mobilization
Part of the work of advocates is to see the long term
haul, even as we busy ourselves with the various daily
tasks of pushing the campaign. Sustainability is this
context means ensuring resources are mobilized until
the advocacy goal is attained, be it a new legislation
on nutrition for pregnant women, budget allocation
on family planning, or revision of old regulation on
women’s health facilities. Resources referred to here
are well rounded to mean technical assistance,
material support, financialhelp, contacts and
relationships, time, expertise, information, advice,
knowledge, and other essential inputs to move the
campaign closer to the advocacy goal.  

But as civil society organizations, MAs must be keen on
mobilization of financial resources which is necessary
to obtain most of the other forms of resources
mentioned above. For planning purposes, the
following steps must be conducted to ensure that
sustainability of the campaign is addressed:
s Donor mapping
s Donor’s relationship building
s Best practice documentation for promotion

purposes
s Engagement with donors as SDG/SRHR partners not

only as funder
s Advocacy planning with donors





Appendices:



Sustainable Development    
Goals (SDGs) and Targets

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere, currently measured as people

living on less than $1.25 a day

1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages living
in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions

1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including
floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have
equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services, ownership and control
over land and other forms of property, inheritance, natural resources, appropriate new
technology and financial services, including microfinance

1.5 By 2030, build the resilience of the poor and those in vulnerable situations and reduce their
exposure and vulnerability to climate-related extreme events and other economic, social and
environmental shocks and disasters

1.a Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of sources, including through
enhanced development cooperation, in order to provide adequate and predictable means for
developing countries, in particular least developed countries, to implement programmes and
policies to end poverty in all its dimensions

1.b Create sound policy frameworks at the national, regional and international levels, based on
pro-poor and gender-sensitive development strategies, to support accelerated investment in
poverty eradication actions

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition 
and promote sustainable agriculture
2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all people, in particular the poor and people in

vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food all year round

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of malnutrition, including achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed
targets on stunting and wasting in children under 5 years of age, and address the nutritional
needs of adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women and older persons

2.3 By 2030, double the agricultural productivity and incomes of small-scale food producers, in
particular women, indigenous peoples, family farmers, pastoralists and fishers, including

Sustainable Development Goals and targets 
(Highlighted are SRHR-related targets)



through secure and equal access to land, other productive resources and inputs, knowledge,
financial services, markets and opportunities for value addition and non-farm employment

2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural
practices that increase productivity and production, that help maintain ecosystems, that
strengthen capacity for adaptation to climate change, extreme weather, drought, flooding and
other disasters and that progressively improve land and soil quality

2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and
domesticated animals and their related wild species, including through soundly managed and
diversified seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international levels, and
promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of
genetic resources and associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed

2.a Increase investment, including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural
infrastructure, agricultural research and extension services, technology development and plant
and livestock gene banks in order to enhance agricultural productive capacity in developing
countries, in particular least developed countries

2.b Correct and prevent trade restrictions and distortions in world agricultural markets, including
through the parallel elimination of all forms of agricultural export subsidies and all export
measures with equivalent effect, in accordance with the mandate of the Doha Development
Round

2.c Adopt measures to ensure the proper functioning of food commodity markets and their
derivatives and facilitate timely access to market information, including on food reserves, in
order to help limit extreme food price volatility

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
3.1 By 2030, reduce the global maternal mortality ratio to less than 70 per 100,000 live births

3.2 By 2030, end preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age, with all
countries aiming to reduce neonatal mortality to at least as low as 12 per 1,000 live births and
under 5 mortality to at least as low as 25 per 1,000 live births

3.3 By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases and
combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases

3.4 By 2030, reduce by one third premature mortality from non-communicable diseases through
prevention and treatment and promote mental health and well-being

3.5 Strengthen the prevention and treatment of substance abuse, including narcotic drug abuse
and harmful use of alcohol

3.6 By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents

3.7 By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including for
family planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive health into
national strategies and programmes

3.8 Achieve universal health coverage, including financial risk protection, access to quality
essential health-care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential
medicines and vaccines for all

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals
and air, water and soil pollution and contamination



3.a Strengthen the implementation of the World Health Organization Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control in all countries, as appropriate

3.b Support the research and development of vaccines and medicines for the communicable and
non-communicable diseases that primarily affect developing countries, provide access to
affordable essential medicines and vaccines, in accordance with the Doha Declaration on the
TRIPS Agreement and Public Health, which affirms the right of developing countries to use to
the full the provisions in the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights regarding flexibilities to protect public health, and, in particular, provide access to
medicines for all

3.c Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and
retention of the health workforce in developing countries, especially in least developed
countries and small island developing States

3.d Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early warning,
risk reduction and management of national and global health risks

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all
4.1 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys complete free, equitable and quality primary and

secondary education leading to relevant and effective learning outcomes



4.2 By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, care
and pre-primary education so that they are ready for primary education

4.3 By 2030, ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable and quality technical,
vocational and tertiary education, including university

4.4 By 2030, substantially increase the number of youth and adults who have relevant skills,
including technical and vocational skills, for employment, decent jobs and entrepreneurship

4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of
education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,
indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and women,
achieve literacy and numeracy

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to promote
sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture
of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of
culture’s contribution to sustainable development

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and
provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all



4.b By 2020, substantially expand globally the number of scholarships available to developing
countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and African
countries, for enrolment in higher education, including vocational training and information
and communications technology, technical, engineering and scientific programmes, in
developed countries and other developing countries

4.c By 2030, substantially increase the supply of qualified teachers, including through
international cooperation for teacher training in developing countries, especially least
developed countries and small island developing States

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
5.1 End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls everywhere

5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres,
including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation

5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced marriage and female genital
mutilation

5.4 Recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public services,
infrastructure and social protection policies and the promotion of shared responsibility within
the household and the family as nationally appropriate

5.5 Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all
levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life

5.6 Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in
accordance with the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and
Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the outcome documents of their review
conferences

5.a Undertake reforms to give women equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to
ownership and control over land and other forms of property, financial services, inheritance
and natural resources, in accordance with national laws

5.b Enhance the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communications
technology, to promote the empowerment of women

5.c Adopt and strengthen sound policies and enforceable legislation for the promotion of gender
equality and the empowerment of all women and girls at all levels

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all
6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open
defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable
situations

6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing
release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater
and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally

6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable



withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the
number of people suffering from water scarcity

6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through
transboundary cooperation as appropriate

6.6 By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands,
rivers, aquifers and lakes

6.a By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing
countries in water- and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including water
harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse
technologies

6.b Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and
sanitation management

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all
7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable and modern energy services

7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix

7.3 By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency

7.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and
technology, including renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-
fuel technology, and promote investment in energy infrastructure and clean energy
technology

7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable
energy services for all in developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small
island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in accordance with their
respective programmes of support

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all
8.1 Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national circumstances and, in

particular, at least 7 per cent gross domestic product growth per annum in the least developed
countries

8.2 Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological
upgrading and innovation, including through a focus on high-value added and labour-
intensive sectors

8.3 Promote development-oriented policies that support productive activities, decent job creation,
entrepreneurship, creativity and innovation, and encourage the formalization and growth of
micro-, small- and medium-sized enterprises, including through access to financial services

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global resource efficiency in consumption and
production and endeavour to decouple economic growth from environmental degradation, in
accordance with the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and
Production, with developed countries taking the lead



8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men,
including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal
value

8.6 By 2020, substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, education or
training

8.7 Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and
human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child
labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its
forms

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all workers,
including migrant workers, in particular women migrants, and those in precarious employment

8.9 By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and
promotes local culture and products

8.10 Strengthen the capacity of domestic financial institutions to encourage and expand access to
banking, insurance and financial services for all

8.a Increase Aid for Trade support for developing countries, in particular least developed
countries, including through the Enhanced Integrated Framework for Trade-related Technical
Assistance to Least Developed Countries

8.b By 2020, develop and operationalize a global strategy for youth employment and implement
the Global Jobs Pact of the International Labour Organization



Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation
9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and

transborder infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a
focus on affordable and equitable access for all

9.2 Promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and, by 2030, significantly raise industry’s
share of employment and gross domestic product, in line with national circumstances, and
double its share in least developed countries

9.3 Increase the access of small-scale industrial and other enterprises, in particular in developing
countries, to financial services, including affordable credit, and their integration into value
chains and markets

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit industries to make them sustainable, with
increased resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of clean and environmentally sound
technologies and industrial processes, with all countries taking action in accordance with their
respective capabilities

9.5 Enhance scientific research, upgrade the technological capabilities of industrial sectors in all
countries, in particular developing countries, including, by 2030, encouraging innovation and
substantially increasing the number of research and development workers per 1 million people
and public and private research and development spending



9.a Facilitate sustainable and resilient infrastructure development in developing countries through
enhanced financial, technological and technical support to African countries, least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States

9.b Support domestic technology development, research and innovation in developing countries,
including by ensuring a conducive policy environment for, inter alia, industrial diversification
and value addition to commodities

9.c Significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to
provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries
10.1 By 2030, progressively achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom 40 per cent of the

population at a rate higher than the national average

10.2 By 2030, empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective
of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status

10.3 Ensure equal opportunity and reduce inequalities of outcome, including by eliminating
discriminatory laws, policies and practices and promoting appropriate legislation, policies and
action in this regard

10.4 Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and social protection policies, and progressively achieve
greater equality

10.5 Improve the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets and institutions and
strengthen the implementation of such regulations

10.6 Ensure enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-making in
global international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective,
credible, accountable and legitimate institutions

10.7 Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including
through the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies

10.a Implement the principle of special and differential treatment for developing countries, in
particular least developed countries, in accordance with World Trade Organization agreements

10.b Encourage official development assistance and financial flows, including foreign direct
investment, to States where the need is greatest, in particular least developed countries,
African countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in
accordance with their national plans and programmes

10.c By 2030, reduce to less than 3 per cent the transaction costs of migrant remittances and
eliminate remittance corridors with costs higher than 5 per cent

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable
11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all toadequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and

upgrade slums

11.2 By 2030, provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport systems for all,
improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, with special attention to the



needs of those in vulnerable situations, women, children, persons with disabilities and older
persons

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for participatory,
integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in all countries

11.4 Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected and
substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic product
caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting the poor and
people in vulnerable situations

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying
special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management

11.7 By 2030, provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in
particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities

11.a Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and
rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning

11.b By 2020, substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and
implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation
and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line
with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030, holistic disaster risk
management at all levels

11.c Support least developed countries, including through financial and technical assistance, in
building sustainable and resilient buildings utilizing local materials

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
12.1 Implement the 10 Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable Consumption and

Production Patterns, all countries taking action, with developed countries taking the lead,
taking into account the development and capabilities of developing countries

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels and reduce food
losses along production and supply chains, including post-harvest losses

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all wastes
throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and
significantly reduce their release to air, water and soil in order to minimize their adverse
impacts on human health and the environment

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, recycling and
reuse

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt sustainable
practices and to integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle

12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are sustainable, in accordance with national
policies and priorities

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for
sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature

1 Acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary international, intergovernmental forum for
negotiating the global response to climate change.



12.a Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity to move
towards more sustainable patterns of consumption and production

12.b Develop and implement tools to monitor sustainable development impacts for sustainable
tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and products

12.c Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption by removing
market distortions, in accordance with national circumstances, including by restructuring
taxation and phasing out those harmful subsidies, where they exist, to reflect their
environmental impacts, taking fully into account the specific needs and conditions of
developing countries and minimizing the possible adverse impacts on their development in a
manner that protects the poor and the affected communities

Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts1

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in
all countries

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change
mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually



by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries in the context of
meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully operationalize
the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and
management in least developed countries and small island developing States, including
focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities

Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine 
resources for sustainable development
14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-

based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution

14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant
adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their
restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans

14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific
cooperation at all levels

14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing practices and implement science-based
management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least to
levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological
characteristics

14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and
international law and based on the best available scientific information

14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and



overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing
and refrain from introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective
special and differential treatment for developing and least developed countries should be an
integral part of the World Trade Organization fisheries subsidies negotiation2

14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing States and least developed
countries from the sustainable use of marine resources, including through sustainable
management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism

14.a Increase scientific knowledge, develop research capacity and transfer marine technology,
taking into account the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission Criteria and Guidelines
on the Transfer of Marine Technology, in order to improve ocean health and to enhance the
contribution of marine biodiversity to the development of developing countries, in particular
small island developing States and least developed countries

14.b Provide access for small-scale artisanal fishers to marine resources and markets

14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing
international law as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which
provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their
resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of “The future we want”

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, 
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland

freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and
drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt
deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation and
reforestation globally

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by
desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world

15.4 By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order
to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss
of biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic
resources and promote appropriate access to such resources, as internationally agreed

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna
and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of
invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority
species

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning,
development processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts

2 Taking into account ongoing World Trade Organization negotiations, the Doha Development Agenda and the Hong Kong
ministerial mandate.



15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and
sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems

15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest
management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such
management, including for conservation and reforestation

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species,
including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood
opportunities

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 
16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to
justice for all

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return
of stolen assets and combat all forms of organized crime

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global
governance

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth registration

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with
national legislation and international agreements

16.a Strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for
building capacity at all levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent violence and
combat terrorism and crime

16.b Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the 
Global Partnership for Sustainable Development

Finance

17.1 Strengthen domestic resource mobilization, including through international support to
developing countries, to improve domestic capacity for tax and other revenue collection

17.2 Developed countries to implement fully their official development assistance commitments,
including the commitment by many developed countries to achieve the target of 0.7 per cent
of gross national income for official development assistance (ODA/GNI) to developing
countries and 0.15 to 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to least developed countries; ODA providers



are encouraged to consider setting a target to provide at least 0.20 per cent of ODA/GNI to
least developed countries

17.3 Mobilize additional financial resources for developing countries from multiple sources

17.4 Assist developing countries in attaining long-term debt sustainability through coordinated
policies aimed at fostering debt financing, debt relief and debt restructuring, as appropriate,
and address the external debt of highly indebted poor countries to reduce debt distress

17.5 Adopt and implement investment promotion regimes for least developed countries

Technology

17.6 Enhance North-South, South-South and triangular regional and international cooperation on
and access to science, technology and innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually
agreed terms, including through improved coordination among existing mechanisms, in
particular at the United Nations level, and through a global technology facilitation mechanism

17.7 Promote the development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound
technologies to developing countries on favourable terms, including on concessional and
preferential terms, as mutually agreed

17.8 Fully operationalize the technology bank and science, technology and innovation capacity-
building mechanism for least developed countries by 2017 and enhance the use of enabling
technology, in particular information and communications technology



Capacity-building

17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in
developing countries to support national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development
Goals, including through North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation

Trade

17.10 Promote a universal, rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading
system under the World Trade Organization, including through the conclusion of negotiations
under its Doha Development Agenda

17.11 Significantly increase the exports of developing countries, in particular with a view to doubling
the least developed countries’ share of global exports by 2020

17.12 Realize timely implementation of duty-free and quota-free market access on a lasting basis for
all least developed countries, consistent with World Trade Organization decisions, including by
ensuring that preferential rules of origin applicable to imports from least developed countries
are transparent and simple, and contribute to facilitating market access

Systemic issues

Policy and institutional coherence

17.13 Enhance global macroeconomic stability, including through policy coordination and policy
coherence

17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development

17.15 Respect each country’s policy space and leadership to establish and implement policies for
poverty eradication and sustainable development

Multi-stakeholder partnerships

17.16 Enhance the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, complemented by multi-
stakeholder partnerships that mobilize and share knowledge, expertise, technology and
financial resources, to support the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in all
countries, in particular developing countries

17.17 Encourage and promote effective public, public-private and civil society partnerships, building
on the experience and resourcing strategies of partnerships

Data, monitoring and accountability

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing countries, including for least
developed countries and small island developing States, to increase significantly the
availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age,
race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics
relevant in national contexts

17.19 By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable
development that complement gross domestic product, and support statistical capacity-
building in developing countries



Tool 1: Partnership & Coalition

Tool 2: Checklist for Evidence and Data Management 
Coalition

Issue Analysis

Statement of the 
Advocacy Issue

Advocacy Goal 

Primary Partners Main Interest and Linkages with our Issue Key Actions to be Made
(Gov, CSOs, UN, Concerns (as to SDGs)
religious, others)

Secondary Partners Interest and Concerns Linkages with our Issue Key Actions to be Made
(Gov, CSOs, UN, (as to SDGs)
religious, others)

Tasks and Responsibilities 
in Building the Network

Focal Person

Is it based on solid research done by experts?

Does it go to the root of the problem, citing causes and effects?

Does it lead to solutions?

Does evidence gathering consider human rights and gender perspectives?

Tool Templates



Tool 3: Message Development & Communication

Conduct of Advocacy Planning

Is the issue as justified by clear evidence?

Does political map inform the substance of strategic and tactical action planning?

Does stakeholders’ analysis inform networking strategies and plans?

Is the SDG/SRHR research agenda defined?

Is there research unit/person in charge?

Are research outputs disseminated effectively?

Define the Audience

General Public or Specific Audience?

Parliamentarians or staff?

Parliamentarians or Sympathetic MPs?

Students or Out of School Youth?

Government bureaucrats or officials?

Women in General or young women/girls?

Frame the Message

Economic, Social or Environment or mixed?

Human rights or rights to health?

Health or Economic?

Develop the Message

u Short and simple 

u Speak to the guts 

u Serves short- and long-term

u Inspires people to action

u Connotes overall optimism



Tool 4: Development and Mobilization of Champions

SUPPORT NEUTRAL OPPOSITION
(Your Champions) (Your Opponents)

High Med Low Low Med High

Political Mapping Matrix

Champions Criteria Checklist

Influence Willingness to convince colleagues

Willingness to convince other leaders

Willingness to preside on learning/education sessions

Resources Willingness to contribute time

Willingness to share office and other resources for advocacy activities

Willingness to provide contacts

Articulation Able and willing to speak up in the media

Willing to speak up in public forums

Willing to blog or write or video prod
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